Background: Free muscle transfer for dynamic smile reanimation in facial paralysis is associated with excessive cheek bulk, asymmetric excursion vector, and asymmetric nasolabial folds. In addition, bilateral reconstruction is challenging. Postoperative ICU admission is common, with hospital stays typically between 5 and 7 days. Prolonged operative times, longer hospital stays, and longer time to animation are associated with free flap options. Lengthening temporalis myoplasty (LTM) provides one-stage dynamic smile reanimation with equivalent results to free tissue transfer and fewer secondary deformities.
). 
Conclusions:
Lengthening temporalis myoplasty is a safe alternative to free tissue transfer for dynamic smile reconstruction in children with facial paralysis. Limited donor site morbidity, shorter operative times, avoidance of postop ICU admission, and shorter hospital stays are some of the benefits of LTM over free flap options.
